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Council Resolution

RESOLLTION NO. RYY-10

A RESOLUTION OF TUE CITY COLUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN
MARING ADOPTING TIIE SAN MARINO RESIDENTIAE DESIGN
GUIDELINES

KOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLYED by the City Council of the City of San Murino
as follows:

SECTION 1. In un cfford lo facilitute the communication of the Cley of San Marino’s

residential design policy to the public, the Cily Counedl requestad the creation of the San Marino
Residential Desipn Guidelines.

SECTTON 2, The San Marino Residential Design Guoidelines were created by a working
commiltee consisting of one Councilmember, one Planning Conmmissioner, onc Tesipn Review
Commillee member, a Resident, and City staff,

SECTION 3, The working conumittee drafred a set o Residential Design Guidelines ‘o
provide a clear concise summary of the Chy 5 design policies for projects witie the (i’
residential nelighbarhoods. The weitten and graphic flustrations in these guidelinas ave frtended
to provide a visual concept and nnderstunding of the Oty s wnigue residential chavactoristivs,
andd to promete architectural desipn which will enhanee the City's asiablivhed neighborfioods.
These guideliney ore nof intended ta limit crearive dexign solutions that are convistens within the
stcited gowls,

SECTION 4. The San Marino Residential Design Guidclines are not intended to be
legally required develapment standards but rather a document reflecting the City’s desired desizn
policies. They are to provide architectural puidance and recommendations. Iis the City’s uoal
to cncourage development consistent with these Guidelines.

SECTION 5, The San Marine Residential Diesign Guidelines when used in concerl wilh
Chapter 23 (Zoning) of the San Marino City Code will assist with the appropriate physical
developrnent of tesidential zoned properties in the City.

SECTION 6. The San Murine Residential Design (Guidelines will be an invalrable tool
ta be used by the Planning Couunisgion, Design Review Commitlee, and Cily sgaff when
processing residential development projects.

SECTION 7. Following the opportunity to recelve comments from the penereal public,
the Planming {Commnission, Desipn Review Committee. and City staff, the City Council hereby
adopts the San Murino Residential Design Guidetines.

SECTTON 8, The Clity Clark shall cectily (o the udoption of Ihis resolution.

CITY OF SAN MARING EESOLUTION Nob R%9-10
TAGE TWQ

TASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this b day of Tone, 1923,

LI?R'BFTH K. BI{OR\\I MAYOR

o

ATTEST:

Cone ) S

CAROL RORB, CMC/AAL
CITY CLERK

| HERLBY CEETITFY that the forcgaing Resolulion No, R99-10 was adopled by the City
Council of the City of San Marino al u Regular Mesting of the City Council held on dhe %th day
of June, 1999, by the following vote:

AYES: COUNCH.MEMBERS BAYLE, DRYDEN, FILUTZE, VICLE MAYOR
COTTON, AND MAYOR BROWN,

NOES: NONE.

ABSENT.  NONFE.

Casg, b Relts

CAROL A. ROBB, CMC/AAE
CITY CLERK
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RESIDENTIAL DESIGN GUIDELINES

INTRODUCTION

PURPOSE

The purpose of these design guidelinesis to provide a clear concise sum-
mary of the City’s design policies for projects within the City’sresidential
neighborhoods.

The written and graphic illustrations in these guidelines are intended to
provideavisual concept and understanding of the City’ suniqueresidential
characteristics, and to promote architectural design which will enhancethe
City’s established neighborhoods.

These guidelines will aid toward preserving neighborhood character and
protecting property values.

Residential property owners, developers, architects, building designers, and
contractors seeking to construct new residential structures or alterations
and additions to existing structures should use these guidelinesin the early
design stages of their projects. This document should be used to obtain
guidance for designing a project. Persons seeking specific development
standards are directed to ook in the San Marino City Code. These guide-
linesalso apply to new roofsor modificationsto existing roofing materials
and/or front yard fencing and paving. For projectsaffecting public visibility,
information pertaining to front yard landscaping isincluded. Additionally,
the guidelineswill stresstheimportance of tree preservation and the oppor-
tunity for creative site planning.

These guidelines are not intended to limit creative design solutions that are
consistent with the stated goals.

These guidelineswill be used by the Planning Commission, Design Review
Committee and City staff as a basis for evaluation of proposed projects.
They are aso intended to be used in order to ensure consistency of review
between the Design Review Committee, Planning Commission and City
Council.

LOCATION AND HISTORY

Sinceitsincorporation in 1913, the City of San Marino has been acommu-
nity that pridesitself on the quality of architecture and mature landscaping
that defines its homes. The mgjority of San Marino, comprising of 3.75
square miles, is zoned for low-density residential use.

Located in the western San Gabriel Valley, San Marino evolved as aresi-
dentia areafrom the original Gabrielino Indians, through the Spanish and
Mexican Land Grants and the ranches and vineyards of the early settlersto
the city we know today.

The mgjority of the city’s growth and development occurred between the
1920s and 1940s. Well known architects of this era, such as Wallace Neff
and Roland Coate, contributed to therich architectural statements reflected
in San Marino’s housing stock.
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The Main House on the Huntington Estate

Thecity isrenown for its beautiful homes, which result from theresidents
concern about their community and effortsto maintain propertiesthat com-
ply with the city’sstandards. Their efforts create acity of safe, elegant and
prosperous neighborhoodsinwhichtolive.

City of San Marino



RESIDENTIAL DESIGN GUIDELINES

LOCATIONAL MAP OF SAN MARINO

San Marino has arich tradition of pride in ownership set forth by the first .
city leaders. They envisioned an architecturally rich, residential community \/ Foorsul__ ER |
of individually designed houses with mature landscaping and gardens, tree . -_
lined streets and expansive green belts promoting ahigh quality of lifefor all & FASDENK
itsresidents. Thisvisioniscarried on by today’s city leaderswho striveto '
preserve that quality of life for San Marino’s future residents. 5.

N MARINO

1‘
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PASAPEHA

House built by Richard Lacy, for whom Lacy Park is named
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RESIDENTIAL DESIGN GUIDELINES

GOALS

The goals of these guidelines are to:

preserve and reinforce the existing architectural character
and identity found within San Marino’s residential
neighborhoods.

providefor improved visual quality of proposed structures
by relating to surrounding architectural styles, massing,
building materials and colors.

providefor improved visual quality of front yards through
the appropriate review of front yard fencing, paving and

landscaping.

provide for the physical enhancement of residential
propertiesin amanner that would protect and preserve
property values.

provide for theflexibility of creativedesign solutions ina
manner sensitiveto the surrounding neighborhood.

encourage environmental sensitivity indevelopment and
quality design.

ORGANIZATION AND CONTENTS

For ease of use, the Residential Design Guidelines are presented in four
sections:

1. Neighborhood Compatibility- This section stressestheimportance
of designing aproject that fitswith the established neighborhood's physical
character. Basic site and architectural design principles are discussed with
an emphasisfor the appreciation of surrounding properties.

2. Site Development- The appropriate placement of new residences,
accessory buildings, or additions to existing residences is covered in this
section. Also, this section explains the advantages to utilizing sustainable
building materialsand incorporating other environmentally sound building
practices.

3. Physical Design Components- Thisisthe“nutsand bolts’ portion
of the Residential Design Guidelines. Discussion of mass and scale, win-
dow and door details, building materials, colors, texture, and roof treatment
are some of the items covered in this section.

4, Landscaping- Thepreservation of treesand open spaceisstressed
in this section. Also covered is policy regarding “hardscaped” areas such
asdriveways, walkways and tennis courts. The preservation of public views
isalso mentioned with discussion of front yard fencing.

Finally, theAppendices contains awealth of useful information for anyone
using the Residential Design Guidelines. The Appendicesinclude aGlos-
sary of Terms used in this document with adefinition to provide clarity for
the reader; a section on how to pursue Obtaining Design and Construc-
tion Assistance; an Information Resource List to provide ideas regarding
whereto go and who to seefor information and help; and aBuilding Project
Checklist to help ensure a successful project.

City of San Marino



RESIDENTIAL DESIGN GUIDELINES

ADMINISTRATION

Implementation of theresidential design guidelinesisadministered through
City Staff, the Design Review Committee (DRC), the Planning Commission
and the City Council.(See Chart on Page 6) The members of the DRC and
Planning Commission are appointed by the City Council.

Projectswhichincludeany addition of floor areato aresidence, new homes,
modificationstotheexterior facadevisiblefrom public view, achangeof roof
material that isnot onthecitys' pre-approved roof materialslist, andall front
yard fences, walls, and gates are reviewed by the Design Review
Committee. The DRC meetstwiceamonth. The application processfor the
DRC is approximately three to five weeks.

Designreview by the Planning Commissionisincorporated simultaneously
with the variance and/or conditional use permit processin accordance with
the San Marino City Code. The Planning Commission meetsonce amonth.
Theapplication processfor the Planning Commissionisapproximately six to
eight weeks. City Staff prepares staff reports for all Planning Commission
applications.

What Happens In Design Review? Indesignreview, exterior
projectsareevaluated for

architectural compatibility with the neighborhood.

At the public hearing, members of the Design Review Committee or Plan-
ning Commission will discuss the project with the applicant. Prior to the
discussion at the Planning Commission meeting, City staff will present a
brief report making a recommendation. Members of the community are
given an opportunity to speak about the proposed project. The project will
either be approved, approved with conditions, denied, or continued to afu-
ture date for a redesign.

What Requires Design Review?

Generally, thefollowing projectsrequiredesignreview:

. All new residences and certain accessory structures;

. Most one-story residential additionsand all two-story
additions;

. Any change to an exterior facade visible from public
view;

. Placement of walls, fences, pilastersor gatesinafront, side,

or rear yard adjacent to apublic street;

. Re-roofing aresidential structurewith amaterial not onthe
pre-approved roof materialslist.

To be certainif the project would require design review, please contact the
Planning and Building Department or refer to Section 23.15.03 of the City
Code.

What Are The Steps To Follow? First, the applicant should review
thedesign guidelinesand the City
Code Sectionsthat affect the proposed project. Then, ameeting should be

scheduled with City staff to discussideas and ask questions.

Second, the applicant should decideif someoneisneeded with design skills
and background to prepare drawings. This may seem an added expense,
however, getting professional design help can save agreat deal of timein
completing thedesign review process. Saving timein developmentisoften
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as valuable as saving money.

Third, asthe applicant develops hig’her design and drawings, they should
keep in contact with City staff. All design decisions at this stage are the
applicant’ stomake. However, if theapplicant hasquestions, thisisthebest
time to get answers, not after the design is completed.

Fourth, if the proposed project requiresdesign review, theapplicant will need
tosubmit thefollowing:

. A completed application.

. Any applicable fees.

. Liveable Area and Ground Coverage calculations.

. One set of plans.
City staff will then review the plansto make sure that they meet City Code
requirements. They will notify the applicant by letter of any revisionsthat

need to be made. After review of the proposal, the following will be
requested:

. The required number of plans(fan folded with project
addressclearly visible).

. The required number of manufacturer’s brochures of any
proposed new roof material, skylight, windows, doors, light
fixtures, etc.

. Color and Materialsboard if applicable.

. Evidence showing reasonable steps to notify and present
proposed development plans to property owners in
the neighborhood. Theseforms used for this procedure
arecaled“Neighborhood Notification  Letters’. Neigh-
borhood Notification Letter forms are availablein the
Planning and Building Department. Planning staff canbe
of assistance in determining the neighbors required to be
notified.

. Addressed and stamped envel opes for the applicant, their
agent (if any), and property owners intheneighborhood as
specified in the City Code.

. Any other materials required by staff (check with the
Planning and Building Department)

At the public hearing, either the property owner or hisher representative
must be present to answer any questionsthat the DRC Membersor Planning
Commissionersmay have. At thistimetheapplicant will know if theproject
isapproved, approved with conditions, denied, or continued to aspecific date.

When is the Design Review Process Completed? When the DRC

or Planning
Commission approvesthe proposed construction plans, required conditions
have been implemented into the working drawingsand proper permitshave
been obtained, the project isfinished with the design review process. After
the DRC or Planning Commission has approved aproject, thereisafifteen
day appeal period in which any individual may appeal their decision. After
thisappeal period, the applicant may submit for plan check (if needed) and
obtain necessary building permits.

City of San Marino
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DESIGN REVIEW PROCESS:

APPLICANT SUBMITSAPPLICATION
TOCITY PLANNING DEPARTMENT

STAFF REVIEW FOR COMPLIANCE

When to begin the Design Review Process? The  design

review process
should begin before applying for a building permit for a new struc-
ture, addition to an existing structure, beginning any exterior work
on a structure or constructing fences walls, pilasters or gates on a
residential property in afront or side yard adjacent to a public street.
The design review process should begin after a review of these design
guidelines and a discussion with City staff to clarify zoning code

requirements and any points or questions pertaining to these guide-
lines.

DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE

(if all meetscode)
: : PLANNING COMMISSION
APPROVED DENIED (APPEAL) | (if requiresConditional Use Permit
or Variance)

15DAY APPEAL END

PERIOD DENIED )iy CITY COUNCIL
SUBMITTOPLAN 15DAY APPEAL END APPROVED) @\IIED )

CHECK PERIOD

.
SUBMITTOPLAN SUBMIT TOPLAN END
FINAL STAFFREVIEW I CHECK CHECK

L
FINAL STAFFREVI EWI

)
BUILDINGPERMITS BUILDINGPERMITS
ISSUED ISSUED

FINAL STAFFREVI EWI

L
BUILDINGPERMITS

ISSUED
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DESIGN GUIDELINES

Thesedesign guidelines apply to all new buildings, exterior remodels, and additionsto buildingswithin the city’sresidential neighborhoods. These are recom-
mendations for the architectural treatment and organization of buildings and open space, and are suggested criteria for reviewing projects during the design

review process.

“The external image a city presents to the world isthe signature by which it is known.”

A. NEIGHBORHOOD COMPATIBILITY - Richard Hedman, American Planning Association

i -

Streetscape of a neighborhood showing compatible or similar height roof lines, setbacks from the street, and scale and mass of structures.

B ipe= =

The key to a successful residential project in San Marino is to assure its
compatibility with the surrounding homes in the neighborhood. What is
compatibility? The City Codedefinesit asfollows:

“ Having an architectural style, visual bulk, massiveness, height,
width and length which is compatible with the neighborhood and which
harmonizes with the existing residential or commercial structures in the
neighborhood and, in the case of a building addition, with the existing
building.”

Compatibility could also include such terms as scale, orientation, setback,
relationship to site contours, and architectural elements such as texture,
color, and building materials.

Every neighborhood has adefined character based upon some or all of the
abovefactors. Itsidentity should be maintained by designing a project that
complements its surroundings. Some neighborhoods are characterized by
broadly landscaped and open front yards. Others have large elegant homes

City of San Marino
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with deep front yard setbacks. Some neighborhoods have an abundance of
Mediterranean style architecture on smaller lotswith narrow sideyards, yet
others are one-story, and contemporary in appearance with alack of side-
walks, and/or street trees.

Imaginary Line ‘
NI

STREET

Imaginary Line

7
%J

7
T

PROPERTIES DEFINED AS THE LEGAL NEIGH-
% BORHOOD RELATED TO SUBJECT PROPERTY

Legally Defined “ Neighborhood”

How is a neighborhood defined for design review purposes? The City
Code definesit asfollows:

“a) The two (2) properties on each side of the lot; b) all prop-
erties adjoining the rear of the lot and each property on either side of
the adjoining property(ies); c) extending the lot's property line across
the street, all property)ies) across the street within the parameters of
the extension and the property on either side of those properties. For
houses at the end of a cul-de-sac street, all property(ies) adjoining the
rear of the lot, each property on either side of those adjoining
property(ies) and the three (3) properties extending from each side of
the lot.”

A neighborhood has “character of place” defined by alocal grouping of
scale, orientation, landscape, and structure placement. The established
character of aneighborhood should be reinforced and complemented,
not negated or intruded upon by inappropriate construction.

Compatibility primarily emphas zesarchitectura style. Theemphasisison
expansive, horizontal gestureswith natural materials. Roof formsare
handled s mply and consistently, and tend not to be* boxy” . Stylesrunto
thetraditiona interpretations, and colorsaregenerdly muted. Most neigh-
borhoodstend to haveavery quiet eleganceand front yardsare designed
to not obscurevisbility of themain residence from public view.

Although San Marino tendsto encourage theretention of traditiona ar-
chitecture, applicants should not restrict themselvesfrom displaying the
flexibility of good design principles. Occasionally, older neighborhoods
have oneor more homesthat reflect contemporary architectural eements.
Thisisan opportunity to design aproject that may contain key architec-
tura elementsthat reflect current thought.

Project gpplicantsshould not assumethat aproject will begpproved merdy
by adhering to the City’sminimum zoning and devel opment regulations
(i.e., setbacks, lot coverage, liveableareg, etc.). TheCity’szoning regu-
lations apply to abroad area known as Area Districts. Property and
neighborhood devel opment characteristicsvary withineach AreaDidtrict.
Inreviewing applicationscompatibility determinationisbased ontheneigh-
borhood as defined by the City Code.

1. Architectural Styleand Design: The following archi-
tectura stylesareillus-
trated and described to clarify stylescommonly seenin SanMarino. They
arenot mentioned to excludeor inhibit other architectural stylesfrom be-
ing proposed for new projects. Thislisting of stylesisintended to encour-
age designthat promotes an appreciation of traditiona architectural ele-
ments. Thesestylesinclude, but arenot limited to:

. Spanish Colonial Revival . Neoclassical

. Mediterranean/Italian Renaissance . Tudor

. Monterey Period Revival . Colonid Reviva
. RanchHouse . Cape Cod

. Minima Traditiona

City of San Marino
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Spanish Colonial Revival

Character Defining Features

. oneto one and a half stories

. flat roof with red tile parapet cap or low-pitched gable
roof with little or no overhang

. stucco siding

. arched window and porch openings (semicircular,
elliptical, or segmental)

. large focal window on front facade

. wing wall at one corner

. indoor-outdoor continuity: patios and terraces

M editerranean/Italian Renaissance

Character Defining Features

. low-pitched hipped roof (flat in some examples)

. roof typically covered by ceramic tiles

. upper-story windows smaller and less elaborate than
windows below

. first-story windows, doors or porches commonly with
arches above them

. entrance area usually accented by small classical
columns or pilasters

. facade commonly symmetrical

City of San Marino
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10

Colonia Revival

Character Defining Features Character Defining Features
. two story one or two story
. low-pitched gabled roof (occasionally hipped) gable or hipped roof
. second-story balcony (usually cantilevered) and symmetrical facades
covered by principal roof narrow clapboard siding
. tile or shingle roof material Greek and Roman architectural details
. stucco finish, occasionally with wood siding for wide fascia boards
accent hipped dormer (central)
. multi-paned windows, often with false shutters classical prominent porch, sometimes with pediment
. large, massive chimneys square or rounded columns with simple capitals

City of San Marino

rectangular, three-part windows



RESIDENTIAL DESIGN GUIDELINES

Neoclassica Tudor

Character Defining Features Character Defining Features

. facade dominated by full-height porch with roof sup- . steeply pitched roof, side-gabled

ported by classical columns . slate or shake roofing
. columns typically have lonic or Corinthian capitals . facade dominated by one or more prominent cross
. facade shows symmetrically balanced windows and gables, usually steeply pitched

center door . decorative half-timbering
. red brick exterior walls . tall, narrow windows, usually in multiple groups and
. double-hung windows with multi-pane glazing
. extensive use of shutters . massive chimneys, commonly crowned by decorative

chimney pots
. clinker brick

City of San Marino 11
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Ranch House Cape Cod

B
| \ =
Character Defining Features Character Defining Features
. low-pitch, gable, shake roof with large overhang . high roof pitcheswith/without dormers
. one story, rambling, informal floor plan . wood shake roof materia
. attached garage integrated into the design . dominant cornice molding below eaves
. easy indoor-outdoor access . at least one front-facing gable
. asymmetrical . one to two stories
. wooden and brick wall cladding are used, sometimes . exterior facade of large, heavy, dark wood shingles
in combination . brick chimneys
. decorative iron or wooden porch supports and decora-
tive shutters are common

. decorative cupolas

12 City of San Marino



RESIDENTIAL DESIGN GUIDELINES

Minima Traditiona

Character Defining Features

. low or intermediate roof pitches

. closed eaves and rake

. large chimney and at |east one front-facing gable or hip
. oneto two stories

. representative examples of the traditional eclectic

stylesof Colonia Revival or Monterey

Other styles that are seen in San Marino and are encouraged are;

. Victorian

. Craftsman Bungalow and Chal et
. Beaux Arts

. Dutch Colonial Revival

. French Eclectic

. Prairie

. Arts and Craft

. Modernistic

. International

The common “developer tract” styles are not authentic and are discour-
aged, particularly since they rely on “curb appeal” architectural features,
attached to a"“box”. They also emphasize garages as a prominent architec-
tural portion of thefacade. Thisiscontrary to development patterns found
in San Marino.

All architectural styles are encouraged to be researched so that they can be
appropriately represented before projects are submitted to staff, the De-
sign Review Committee and Planning Commission.

Please see Appendix C for alisting of resources where these ar chitec-
tural styles as well as various others can be researched.

City of San Marino
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a. Architectural Consistency and Compatibility:

Diverse
architectural styles are represented in nearly all of San Marino’'s neighbor-
hoods. Most of the housing stock was developed between the 1920's and
1940's. Homes were designed by such notable architects as Wallace Neff,
George Washington Smith, Roland Coate, and Paul Williams. Many homes
have an architectura style reminiscent of that found el sewherein the United
States. Others retain mediterranean or ranch styles more in keeping with
that found in the southwestern United States.

New homes should incorporate a specific architectural style compatible
with those found on other homesin the neighborhood. Thisisnot meant to
inhibit the use of design flexibility. Any architectural style is acceptable
provided it “fits” into the neighborhood. Homes of traditional architectural
styles should incorporate traditional elements of design. For example, a
Craftsman home should have wood framed rather than aluminum framed
windows; broad eaves with rafter tails rather than not; wood siding rather
than stucco; porches rather than not; and detached rather than attached

garages.

27

Front Porch
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Wood Shingle Siding

Exposed Brick
Foundation

Architecturally Consistent Craftsman Home
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Story and a half design minimizes appearance of height, mass, and
volume in neighborhoods comprising of one-story homes

Additions should be integrated with the existing house so that it appearsto
have awaysexisted. The shape and proportions, overall massing, roof dope,
exterior materials and colors, even the types of windows will contribute to
the success of an addition or alteration. This can be accomplished much
easier for one-story additions. Two-story additions should be carefully de-
signed to eliminate having a “pop-up” appearance from public view. A
second-story addition should be carefully integrated to appear like it was
part of theoriginal house. If tootall, small, large, or placed at therear of the
house, it will resultina“pop-up” design.

Long, uninterrupted sidewalls should beavoided. Second stories should be
setback further fromthe side property linethan thefirst floor. Materias
andfinishesof an addition or ateration should be consistent and continu-
ouswiththeorigina house.

Low Hipped Gable

Elongated
Planes

9

e

T
= fa,
o

Two-story, Prairie-style home uses multiple planes and low, hipped gables on either side of the structure to reduce mass and height

City of San Marino
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Architecturally Consistent Addition

Existing Structure

Addition Doy

———

Architectural elements(windows/doors, wood siding, roof material,
and pitch) of addition are compatible to the existing structure

2. Streetscape Compatibility:  What is Streetscape? It repre-

sentsthe appearance of adevel-
oped property asviewed fromapublic street. It incorporatesall that can
be seen toinclude structural setbacks, structural massand height, roof
forms, facades, entry locations, porchesand other architectural features,
garages, fences, walls, hardscape and landscaping.

Compatible Streetscape

Each nelghborhood has an establi shed observabl e streetscape pattern that

definesitscharacter. Thesepatternsarewell established in San Marino
neighborhoods. Thestronger the established pattern, the moreimportant
itisto maintain the character of the neighborhood by respecting these
patterns.

e Non-compatible Streetscape

a. Scale and Mass: The massand height of anew building
should blendwell with neighboring struc-

turesand not overwhelm them with disproportionate size or adesign that

Scale and mass of adjacent structures are compatible

isout of character. A two-story structure should not be constructed ina
one-story neighborhood unlessitiscarefully desgnedtobesmilarinscae
and masswith surrounding structures.

City of San Marino
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b. Setbacks: New structures should observe established front
and side yard setbacks in a neighborhood. In
many blocks, building frontsalign. The established pattern should be
followed for new house placement evenif itismorerestrictivethan the
Zoning Code. Thesameistruefor sideyard setbacks. A building that
doesn’t follow an established setback pattern may be disruptiveto the
character of theneighborhood. Follow the prevalent pattern of setbacks
to help unify the neighborhood.

_.f._._._...!.*._-._....._.[__k,._._._L ....... a4

i 17

i !

i N
| ‘.
- —l - 'I\EN;trUCtUreil

l ! |

I D S R

New structure observes established front and side yard setbacks
of neighborhood

C. Good Neighbor Consider ations: Minimize the visud im-
pact of a new building
and related architectural features on adjacent properties. Attempt tolo-
catetaller sectionsof buildingswherethey will not obstruct sunlight to
adjacent gardens, patios, pools, or rooms. Second floor bal conies and
decks should be designed and located to minimizethelossof privacy for
neighboring properties. Try to place new windowswherethey will pro-
mote privacy between properties. For example, windows can be placed
high onawall wherenatural light and ventilation isobtained without pro-
viding aview to adjacent property. Also, landscaping can beincorpo-
rated into adesign to provide privacy screensbetween neighbors. Try to

preserveaportion of aneighbor’sview by carefully positioning or limiting the
width, depth, or height of proposed building € ements. Observing these consider-
ationswill greatly aid in the design review processand the success of the overall
project

el
; \\\\\’ Privacy of adjacent neighbor is
fﬁm\\\\\\\'\\"‘i'ﬁ ] preserved with appropriate addition
. ek

Privacy of adjacent neighbor is
obstructed with inappropriate
addition

Non-compatible Rear Addition

City of San Marino 17
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B. SITE DEVELOPMENT “ Architecture should be a grace to the landscape, not a disgrace.”
- Frank Lloyd Wright

1. SitePlan Considerations:.  How wdl abuildingfits withits features of thesite and respect the established patternfoundin

site contributesto the success of theneighborhood.
aproject. All formsof development including additions, new accessory
buildingsand new homesshould first takeinto account thesiteonwhich . Thesize, mass, and height of astructure should bein proportion
thestructurewill bebuilt. Effectivesiteplanning should reflect thenatural with thesizeof theproperty and should also beinscalewith
attributes of the site, while maintai ning compatibility with the neighbor- nearby structures,

hood. Thefollowing aregenerd guidelinesfor site development:
. Open space and landscaped areas should visually blend with ad-

. A building should be designed to be compatible with the natural jacent properties. Buildingsshould beoriented sothat outdoor
dopeof theland, adapting to theland and reflecting its contours, gpacewill visualy connect between propertiesand extend asense
whilerespecting al significant, existing treesand vegetation and of open space, whilemaintaining asense of privacy.
any other natura siteattributes.

. Private open space such aspatios, gardens, recreation courts,

. Building setbacks should be established that reflect the natural and play areas should be placed in amanner to maximize use of

sun and shade patterns, natura drainage and existing treesand

vegetation.

=

Structure respects the natural slope of the property
Preferred

Natural slope has been significantly altered by heavy grading

B % : ﬁﬁ Natural Contoursof the siteare Natural Contoursaresignificantly

| respected altered
Avoid Preferred Avoid

18 City of San Marino
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a. Additions, New Accessory Buildings, Patios, and Gar ages:

Additions, new accessory structures, patios, and garagesshould maintain
thelook and appearance of theexisting primary structure so that they do
not appear asan addition or new building. They should respect thearchi-
tectural style, scale, and rhythm of the existing primary structure. The
following are guidelinesfor the design and placement of additionsand
new accessory buildings:

. Additionsand new accessory buildings should bearchitecturaly
compatible with the existing primary structure onthe property
and furthermorein harmony with the neighborhood.

Existing One-Story Residence
o

When evaluating the possibility of adding a second floor onto an
existing one-story residence, take the neighborhood’s established
scale and mass into account

Anaddition should complement and balance theoveral form,
mass, and composition of theexisting primary structure onthe

property.

. Additionsare strongly encouraged to belocated behind the house
away from publicview. Additions inthefront yard arestrongly
discouraged.

. Building e ementsfor additionsand new accessory structures, such

asroof pitchand style, building proportions, exterior sding and

New Two-Story Addition

By building the second floor past thefirst floor gable and porch, the second-

story addition staysin scale with adjacent homes and does not appear massive

City of San Marino
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RESIDENTIAL DESIGN GUIDELINES

roofing materials, door and window style and materials, color,
and texture, should match theexisting primary structureonthe

property.

Appropriate Addition

Addition Existing S}ructure

= =

al il

Garages should bedetached from the primary structureand their
placement dictated by the established neighborhood pattern.

The architectura style along withcommon architecturd details
seen onthe house should beincorporated inthe design of garage
doors.

Architectural elements(windows/doors, wood siding, roof material,
and pitch) of addition are compatible to the existing structure

I nappropriate Addition

Addition ' Existing Structure

et
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Example of Appropriate Garage

T g s,

Detached garage is architecturally compatible to the main
Craftsman structure seen on page 14

Architectural elements(windows/doors, facade treatment , roof mate-
rial, and pitch) of addition are not compatibleto the existing structure

City of San Marino
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Patio covers should incorporate exterior building materialsand
colorscommonly found throughout the primary structureonthe
property. Theuseof vinyl, duminum or other metal materidsare
strongly discouraged for use on patios.

Enclosed patios should incorporateexterior building materias
commonly found on theprimary structure. Thefinished patio
should complement and be compatiblewith the primary structure
rather than appear asan afterthought.

Example of Appropriate Accessory Structure

fp 1A

Building materials,design style, and roof pitch of accessory structure are architecturally compatible to the main structure
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RESIDENTIAL DESIGN GUIDELINES

b. New Homes: Thefollowing guidelinesareintended to .
ensure that the design and development
of new homes respects the existing pattern, scale, and character of the

existing homesin the neighborhood: .

Thefront entry should bewell defined in scale with the house, and
not distract attention from the rest of the house.

The architectural style and design of building el ementsincluding

New homes should be compatible with the height, setback, pro-
portion, and scal e of the housesin the neighborhood. They should
also be compatible with theexisting on-siterelationships of the
surrounding neighborhood such asfront facade orientation, scale
of front entries, front porches, and front yard landscaping.

Development of new homes should respect the natural features
and assets of the site including land forms and trees.  Site design
that requiresaltering land formsand removing treesisstrongly dis-
couraged.

SUBJECT PROPERTY

Appropriate Infill ‘

building proportions, exterior siding or facade treatment, roof pitch,
style and materials, door and window style and materials, color,
and texture should be consistent withinitself and complimentary
with the neighborhood.

Thedesign of a new home should not maximizethe allowablelot
coverage. It should provide ample open space around astructure
and incorporate a variable footprint within the required set
backs. Thiswill resultin amoreinteresting structure, alow for
sunlight and air, provide privacy, and preserve the character of
the neighborhood.

SUBJECT PROPERTY

I nappropriate I nfill

- -"-'... L
T, =

New house maintains front and and side yard setbacks and is
architecturally compatible in mass and scale with the neighborhood

New house does not maintain uniform setback as adjacent properties and is
significantly larger in mass and scale

City of San Marino
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2. Environmental Considerations: Theintent of this section sign windowsfor through airflow to promote natural cool-
isto offer tips on how to ing.
conserve energy, materials, and money by using time-honored strategies of
good design. . Orient the building or addition on the site to respect
natural landforms. Use patios and porches to buffer the
a. Shade and Sun, Cooling and Heating: building from heat gain.
. Use roofs with large overhangs and trellises or deciduous . Incorporate attic turbines for ventilation and energy-effi-
trees over south-facing windows. cient heating and air conditioning systems.
. Use windows for natural light as much as possible. De-
Path of Winter Wind Windbreak to the North

Shade Cover for the West

Major Glass along South
Side of House

Hedgesfor Summer

Channeled Driveway Reduces Breezes
I mpervious Coverage
Path of Summer Sun
Path of Winter Sun

Decomposed Granite/ Natural Stone
Walkway

City of San Marino 23
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Impervious Coverage and Landscape Areas:

Maximize vegetative ground cover on thelot. Ground
should absorb rainwater, provide drainageto large treeson
the site, reduce runoff.

Use permeable surfaces whenever possible, reduce pav-
ing. Use decomposed graniteor medium textured shades
of concrete or brick for hard surfaces.

Usetreesand shrubs to shade the house and providea
pleasant parklike atmosphere. Use native planting or
compatible species of drought-tolerant plants asmuch
as possible to reduce water demand.

Extensvepavingintherear yardintesifiessurfacerunoff
and prevents rainwater percolation and ishighly discour-

City of San Marino

Sustainable Building Materials:

. Recycle, repair and maintain well-built existing structures
to the fullest extent possible.

. Use quality materialswith along life-span to reduce cost
over the life of the structure.

. Select materials for new and remodeled projects that are
not energy-intensive to manufacture.

. Use building products made from recycled materials.

Economies of Scale:

. Maximizefloor area usage. Combine uses of spaceand
eliminate unnecessary rooms. Organize rooms to elimi-
nate hallways.

. Simplify floor plans. Reduce the number of bedroomsin

order to avoid large garages.

. Incorporate adequate storage areas by utilizing al areas of
the enclosed building volume.

. Usegaragesfor vehicle storage and eliminate unused house-
hold storage.



RESIDENTIAL DESIGN GUIDELINES

PHYSICAL DESIGN COMPONENTS

Front Entry Porch N
Accessory Lighting

Symmetrically Placed Dormers

Brick Chimney. PAl
Hipped Gable Wood Shake Roof
. el = Bay Window with True
] - 7 Divided Lites
y — e z e
i";: L = Natural Wood
Siding
| E oo - i
e Sé»;:‘i aaas
o0 D N
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Breakdown of Physical Design Components as seen on a Traditional Dutch Colonial Revival

City of San Marino
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1. Mass and Scale: Themassof astructureisattributedto

itsfloor area, height, relationship to the
site, and thedesign of itsarchitectural details. Structuresthat are out of
scalewith the neighborhood, with large, blank, flat surfaces, and insuffi- a.
cient open space and mature landscaping can appear out of place and
incompetiblewiththeir surroundings. Thefollowing areguiddinestohelp
reduce excessivemassand scale:

. New residencesand additions should be compatiblein massand
scale to surrounding buildings inthe neighborhood andwiththe
naturd Stefeatures. A finished project should convey asenseof .
humanscale.

. Buildingsshould maintainaproportiond relationshipto buildings
onadjoining properties. Through theuse of similar proportions
and details, buildings shouldfollow the established scale of the
exiding streetscape.

. Architecturd d ements, suchassmpleroof forms, facadearticula .
tion, roof bresks, walls withtexturematerials and ornamental

details, and incorporation of landscaping, add visual interest and
reduces scale.

Building Volume: There are severa architectural approaches
used to minimize the appearance of build-
ing volume.

To reduce building volume, understated entriesand low pitched roofs
are strongly encouraged to help give asense of human scale to
homes.

Second floor balconies and small decks accented with landscaping
can reduce the visual impact of two-story structures.

To reduce appearance of “boxiness’, use of single story roofs and
porches on front elevationsis encouraged.

Expansive, two-story, floor to ceiling entries are strongly discour-
aged.

First and second floor plate heights should be consistent with those
established on other homesin the neighborhood.

Appropriate Usage of Mass and Scale

2

One-to-Two Story Roofline masks mass of second story

.. Inappropriate Usage of Massand Scale

Abrupt change in scale alters character of streetscape

City of San Marino
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b. Height and Roof Lines: Height androof linesinfluencethe
overall massand scaleof astruc-
ture. When planning for aresdentia addition, it isimportant to evaluate
thes opesand ridgdlinesof theexisting structure. Theterrain of thesite
should a so be consi dered when determining the structure sheight. A well
designedroof planisarchitecturaly cons stent, compatiblewith neighbor-
ing structures, and followsthe natura contoursof thesite. Thefollowing
areqguidedlinesfor appropriate design and devel opment of building height
androof lines:

. Height and rooflines should follow the neighborhood'scharac-
ter. Anaddition should maintainthesameplateheight of theorigi-
nal structure.

. Thevisua impact of roofs should beminimized. Creativeroof
plansuseridgelines to screendl vents, fluesand skylightsfrom
publicview.

- Appropriate Usage of Height and Rooflines

When planning for aresdentia addition, it isimportant to evalu-
atetheexisting dopesand ridgelines of thestructure. Matching
theoriginal dopesandridgelinesare strongly encouraged.

For new houses, itisimportant to consider the style of architec-
turewhen designing theroof plan.

Avoidtheuseof expansive, predominately flat roofs. Break roofs
intosmaller, geometricelements. For remodelsand additions,
roofsshould be broken up with hip and gableframing and pitched
dormers.

Avoidtoo many different roof anglesor roof typeson astructure
asthey create adigointed, chaotic appearance.

I nappropriate Usage of Height and Rooflines

New Height and Rooflines do not respect adjacent homes and appear
inappropriately massive

New roofs appear similar in scale to those seen in the neighborhood
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C. Facade Treatment: Elements of a buildings fa

cadeprovidevisua and contrib-
utetotheoveral architectura quality of thebuilding aswell astheneigh-
borhood. All building facades should complement each other. Thefol-
lowing areguidelinesfor appropriatefacade treatment:

. Facadetrestment, relevant to the home'sarchitectura style,
should be carried throughout the entire housewith eachfacade
and any accessory structure.

. Architecturd featuressuch asdecorative moldings, windows,

Appropriate

Ii > ? R Y iy
¥ Hgdlo d D ¢ .

The Artsand Crafts style of architectureiscarried through the use
of appropriate facade treatment

dormers, chimneys, balconiesandrailings, andlandscaped
elements such aslattices, can add detail to afacadeand are
encouraged.

Facades should bearticul ated to show fenestration and recessed
planes. Largeareasof flat, blank wall andlack of treatment are
strongly discouraged.

Facades should help to provide asense of human scale.

I nappropriate

11
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|
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Theuseof large massive building planes, and inappropriate mixing of
architectural elementsresult in an out of scale structure that appears
overdone and busy.
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d. Front Entries:. A front entry consists of thefront door

anditssurrounding architectural elements.
Front entriesserve asthe primary foca point of aresidence. Thefollow-
ing areguiddinesfor appropriatefront entry treatment:

. Smaller entrieshel p createamore human scaletoahomeand are
strongly encouraged.

. Recessed entries can create an e egant, intimatefed whileadding
human scaleto ahome and are encouraged.

. Front entry doorsand decorative e ements such asmoldings, col-
umns, podts, lighting, and built-in benchesand plantersshould be
architecturally cons stent with the style of thehouse.

. One-story roofsor overhangsthat serve as porches, appropriate
tothearchitectura style, arestrongly encouraged.

Appropriate Front Entry Treatment

;! .}f“%ﬁx ] '
(E1817
| G

oo

ches create an elegant feel whilereducing

the appearance of mass on these two-story homes

Large, massiveentries that appear two-story arestrongly dis-
couraged.

I nappropriate Front Entry Treatment

Two-story entries appear inappropriately
massive and are discouraged

Appropriate Front Entry
= | HOooo
onoo

5
—p
CEEDE:IE

First-floor, recessed entry reduces the appearance of mass
by adding human scale to the home

City of San Marino
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e. Integrity of Architectural Details:  Architecturd detailsare
decorative and orna-
mental elementsthat can add visua interest, convey ahuman scale, and
contributeto the design and style of architecture. Such detailsinclude
porch columns, decorative door and window designs, exterior moldings,
porch and balcony railings, roof overhangs, brackets, awnings, gutters
and down spouts, facia boards, steps and stairs, stucco and masonry,
wood and shingle/shake siding, gablesand lighting fixtures. Thefollowing
areguiddinesfor appropriate design and use of architecturd details:

. Theuseof architectural detailsisstrongly encouraged. Their use
should integrate the elements of detailing to produceapleasing
view cong stent with time honored architectura style.

. The design of architectura details should beconsistent withthe
architectura styleof the project.
. Random or nonintegrated mixing of decorative/ornamentd details

that produce a chaotic visua presentation detracting fromthe
overal architectura styleof the structure should beavoided.

Addition Existing S}ructure

Architectural details such aswindow treatments, shudders, and deco-
rative cornice work of addition match the existing structure

Avoid

Chimney Pots - Clay Tile Roof

i

-

Lack of architectural details
creates visual disinterest

Half-timbering

Quoining

Stone

I Random mixing of architectural styles
and details creates chaotic presentation

Preferred Eﬁ-

Use of architectural details such as cornice work below eaves, bay window,
shudders, and high-pitched, front-facing gables is consistent with Franch
Eclectic style of home and is visually pleasing

Good Usage of Architectural Details

——

e

Terracotta scuplture set into
chimney stack

Custom designed drain pipe to match
Baroque Architecture of home
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2. Windowsand Door s Windowsand doorsareimpor-
tant to the exterior design of a
structure, particularly for resdentia additions. Theobjectivefor resden-
tial additionsisto designthe addition inamanner, whichwill be harmoni-
ouswiththeorigina house. Thefollowing areguidelinesfor appropriate

design, placement, and materia sof windowsand doors:
ENCOURAGED

. For additions, al new windows and doors should match those
that areontheexisting structure. For new structures, al windows
and doors should berelated with the chosen architectural style.

. All window frames and doors should be composed of the same
materia asthosefound on the existing structure.

. Proposed window mullion widths, window trim or surrounds, ma-
terial, and type should complement al existingwindows. Mul-
lion widthsshould bein scalewith thewindowsand the structure.

T
TECET
-

=+

Home's Gothic style windows are consistent with eachother

Windowsmade of natural material such aswood are encouraged.

. Windowslites should betrue divided and proportional. If the
origina windowsof thestructure have truedividedlites, thenthe
new windowsshould havetruedivided lites.

. For additions and remodels, whenever possible, singleglazing,
cong stent with energy code requirements, isencouraged. Given
thechoice between double andsingle glazed (pane) windows,
match the existing windows of thehouse

Window Treatment

Common Types

Casement  Fixed Double-Hung

exterior mullions are preferred

True divided lite windows Wlth raised

Appr opriate Window Treatment

i

True divided arched windows complement the existing arched entry

to the Spanish Colonial home

City of San Marino
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DISCOURAGED

Windowsframes madeof avariety of materidsarestrongly dis-
couraged.

Windowswithwidely varying stylesare strongly discouraged.

Windows made of flat, mill finished duminum arestrongly dis-
couraged.

Widemullionwidthsare strongly discouraged.

Designsintendedto smulatetruedivided lites, including *snap
ingrids’, arestrongly discouraged.

Vinyl-clad, woodwindows are discouraged.

. Doorsare encouraged to be compatiblewith thearchitectura
styleof thestructure.

. Doors should bedesigned at human scale. Doorsnot inscae
with thehhouseare strongly discouraged.

. Doorsmade of natural materia such aswood are encouraged.

. Singledoor entriesare encouraged.

I nappropriate Window Treatment

Therectalinear windows do not complement the home's arched entry.

For other architectural styles, true divided lites are preferred

Good Examples of Front Doors

Both examples of front doors exhibit an architectural quality that adds to the
style of the home but stands out asthe focal point of the homes' exterior facades

City of San Marino
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a. Window Awnings. Generaly, window awningsare not ap-
propriate with the architectural styles
foundin San Marino. However, when compatiblewith agivenarchitec-

turethefollowing should be considered:
. Awning shape should match thewindow shape.

. Covering severa windowswith asingleawningisstrongly en-
couraged. Oneawning should cover onewindow. Oneawning
for several windowswould not be proportional to the structure.

. Use thesametype and color awnings for theentirestructure.
When adding new awnings, it isencouraged to replace deterio-
rating awningsat thesametime.

. Fabricawningsare preferred. Plastic, metal, or wood avnings
arediscouraged. Metal awningsare easlly dented and scratched,
and do not have thequality of cloth.

. Window awning color should accent the colorson the structure.
}“'IH . Appropriate Usage of Window Awnings
/ &
A I
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?
s R . O LRy -‘-',: -‘:b"fb “'-:t« = '-'-'.'-‘-’_"‘; T s
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Thefabric awnings are consistent in shape and styleto the *‘i“"a*';{
windows they cover and appropriately to eachother T

3. Integrity of Building Materials, Color and Texture:

The
exterior presentation of astructure, itsuse of materials, texturesand col-
ors, contributestoward whether it will be compatiblewith the neighbor-
hood. Thefollowing areguiddlinesfor theappropriate useof building
materias, color, and texture:

. In remodels and additions, new materialsshould matchthose
of the existing structure. Accessory structures should match
materids, finishes, and colors, found on the primary structure.

. For new structures, the repetition of texturesand color foundin
the neighborhood can hel p tiethe new structuretoits surround-
ings.

. Theuseof at |east one strong accent material isencouraged. Too

many exterior materialsarediscouraged. Theuseof too many
different materialscan makeadesign appear too “ busy”.

. Natura materials are preferred. Synthetic materiasfor the
building made to smulate natural wood and masonry aredis-
couraged.

. Architectural design and exterior materias should beapplied
consstently onall sdesof thestructure. Whenusingwood siding
or masonry asaprimary or accent material inthefront, extend it
downthesides, at least toaninsidecorner. Donot stop at an

outsidecorner.

. Stucco and plaster finishesshould be cong stent with the architec-
tural styleof thestructure. Theuseof very rough, “knock-down”
stucco finishesisstrongly discouraged, asthey arenot considered
compatiblewith most of thearchitectura stylesfoundinthecity.

City of San Marino
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Appropriate Usage of Building Materials

IH =

|

_ - -I
Board and Batten Cut Stone

DH

Quoining

. For most architectura styles, the number of colorson theexterior
should belimited to amaximum of three, with an additional con-
trasting color for accent. Ingenera, thelighter colorsshould be
used for themain body, with darker shades for trim and accent.
Thelarger and smpler thehousedesign, themore subtlethe color
should beto reduce the massivenessof largewall planes.

Appropriate Usage of Color

—

—

. B

Usedarker earth toneswith lighter Avoid bright “ white-on-white” col-
trim or lighter shades with dark ors asthey do not create contrast

I
|
;
|
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trim to create contrast

Half-Timbering

Earthtones are best suited and are appropriatefor most of the
architectural designsfoundinthecity. Theuseof strong or bright,
unnatura colors, including the bright “white-on-white”’ color
schemes for exterior stucco, wood siding, trim doors and
shutters, should beavoided. However, theuseof strongly con-
trasting, natural colors can be appropriate for accent use, such as
for shuttersand doors.

4. Roof Treatment: The roof isoneof the most important

elementscontributingtothesenseof scae
and proportion of the building. Depending onroof pitch, it could bethe
most visiblearchitectura featurefound on astructure. Thedesignshould
be harmonioustoitself, the overall building structure, and the structure's
architecturd desgn. Higtoricaly, nearly dl thecity’shomesorigindly were
roofed with natural material's, predominantly wood shinglesand shakes,
mission styleclay tiles, and to alesser extent, natura date. These materi-
as weresdected primarily for their architectural integrity withthe house
design, their harmony with the natural setting, their high quality and dura
bility, and have contributed significantly to maintaining theoverd| qudity
and undergtated elegance of thecity. Itisthecity’sdesiretomaintainthis
overd| feding.
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The City’sPlanning and Building Department maintainsa list of pre-
approved roof materia sand the conditions under which they may beused
with an* over-the-counter” approval by staff. Theseroof materialshave
been found in most applicationsto be quite compatible with thevariety of
architectural stylesfoundin San Marino and are strongly encouraged.
Materia snot on thislist must be submitted to the Design Review Com-
mitteefor approva beforeuse. Becausethispre-approved list changes
periodically, applicantsare encouraged to obtain the most current list from
the Planning and Building Department.

o

1T

Roof material with a 1 inch stagger isrequired. (See City Planning and
Building Department)

M

Thefollowing areguiddinesfor appropriateroof trestment:

. Roofing materid sshould becompatiblewiththearchitecturd style
and design of the structure.

. Selection of a synthetic roofing materia should takeinto account
thearchitecturd styleand design of the house, theamount of roof
areaexposed to public view, the shape of theroof, theroof dope,
and sunangles. Synthetic roofingmateria should bearchitectur-
ally compatiblewith the structure and with the nei ghborhood.

. Natural barrel clay tileroofs should bereplaced with the same

City of San Marino

material. For repairs, remodels, and additions, care should be
taken in the sdlection of materia and installationto match as
closely aspossible thecolor of the* aged” tiles, sothat thefinished
roof doesnot haveapatched look. Certian“S’ tilesfor new and
replacement roofsare acceptabl e subject to specific City approved
applications.

Natural Roofing Materials

Barrel Clay Tile Wood Shake

Sate Wood Shingle

Thecolorsof natural roofing materias, such aswood, barrel tiles
and date should be left naturad and not bealtered by staining or
painting. Colors of synthetic roofing materials should smulate
natura materials and should be consistent with the architectural
styleof thehouse.
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a.

Theblending of morethan two colorson aroof is discouraged.
However, two colorsmay be acceptable provided that one of the
colorsisclearly used morefrequently than the other.

Roofing materia swith glossy surfacesappear unnatural and are
strongly discouraged.

Chimneys.  Chimneysprovideaesthetic and practical func-

tions. They also provideavertical counterpart to

an otherwise horizontal structure. Thefollowing areguidelinesfor chim-

neys

L ) - - : N E===

Chimney isarchitecturally compatible with the main structure

City of San Marino

b.

Chimneysshould bedesigned to reflect thearchitectura styleof
the structure and be appropriatein scalewith the structure.

Chimneysshould use materia sand detailing compatibleto those
found onthe structure.

For remode sand additions, new chimneysshould maichthescale,
design, and materid sof any exigting chimneys.

Spark arrestersshould bearchitecturaly compatiblewith the struc-
ture.

Skylights: Skylights are roof windowsused to allow natu-

ral lightintotheinterior of thestructure. Thefol-

lowing areguiddinesfor theuseof skylights:

Skylightsshould bedesigned asanintegral part of theroof. Their
design should not disrupt thearchitectural character of thestruc-
ture or the spacing of windows, dormers or chimneys. Skylights
should beplaced on theleast visually prominent section of the
roof and away from public view.

Skylight framesshould be non-reflectiveand should match the
existing roof materid color. Skylight glazing should beclear or
solar bronze. Whiteglazingisinappropriate.

Flat profileglassskylightsare preferred. Round or domed acrylic
skylightsare discouraged.
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various formsof exterior lighting
Skylights that arevisiblefrom publicview. Exterior lighting can provide safety and

security and accentuate architectural and landscape el ements of aprop-
erty. Exterior lighting can bean architectural dementinand of itsdlf. Forms
of accessory lighting includeadl lighting fixtureson front facades, security
lighting, and landscapelighting. Thelatter will be covered later inthese
guidelinesunder Landscape Lighting. Thefollowing areguidelinesfor
appropriate placement and design of accessory lighting;

. Lightfixtures should becompatible with thearchitectura style,
materials, color, and scale of the project.
Skylights are placed to the rear of the house out of public view . Exterior lighting of abuilding facade should not wash out archi-
tectural features. Exterior lighting that reinforcesthearchitecture
C. Dormers: Dormersprovidelight and ventilation to thetop and blends into thelandscapeisstrongly encouraged.
floor of abuilding and can provide ameansto
increaseliveablearea. They arehighly visibleelementsof aroof. The . Accessory lighting should bepositioned sothat nodirect light
following guidelines should be cons dered when designing dormers: extends into neighboring properties. [llumination should be
screened from adjacent properties. Cut off luminariesarewidely
. Thedormer styleshould be available.
consistent withtheoverall architec- Appropriate Inappropriate
tural style of thestructure. New : =TTk e
dormers should be designed to | —
matchthoseaready exigingonthe | === =
structure. =t
. Dormersshould alignwith e / —
or be centered between the win- | ———2 —
dowsfound onthemainbody of the | =——————————
structure. Architecturally Attractive Dormer
. Dormer trim work should be painted to match the main body = ——
trim. Dormer sidewalls should be made with the ssmewall materids, Lighting Fixtures are compatible with Fixtures are not compatible with each other.
finish, and color found onthemain building. the facade and consistent with eachother | | Floodlights shine onto adjacent properties
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D. LANDSCAPING
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Common Landscape Elements

1. Basic Landscape Principles: Thedefining characteristicsof San . Architectural compatibility between the front yard landscape and
Marino landscapes are mature trees and landscaped garden areas. The

the primary structure is strongly encouraged.
following are basic principles of good |andscape design:

City of San Marino
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. Visua openness should be maintained inthefront yard.

. Front yardsshould bevisua from public view by avoiding “fenc-
ing-in” thefront yard especialy with fence or hedge materias.

. A minimum of onetree per fifty feet of lot width should bemain-
tained inthefront yardin addition to street tre(s).

. Concrete, tilesor other permanent paving materia sare encour-
aged for useon driveways, walkwaysor circular drives, inthe
frontyard. Asphaltisstrongly discouraged.

. Landscape architectural features such asfountains, pilasters, walls,
and fences should be compatible with the architectural style of the
house.

. The scale of proposed landscape materials should be proportional

to the size of the primary structure.

. Landscape color should provide contrastswithin itself yet be archi-
tecturally compatible with the primary structure on thelot.

Established trees contrib-
uteto the character of the
city and to each residential structure. The City’stree ordinance definesan
established tree and the requirements for removal and pruning. A city
permitisrequired for substantial trimming or removal of certaintrees. For
information about tree trimming or removal permits, contact the Planning
and Building Department. Thefollowing are guiddinesregarding tree pres-
ervation:

2. Preservation of Existing Trees:

. The design and siting of adwelling or accessory structure should
take into account al established treesin order to avoid unneeded
removal, cutting and trimming.

Tree Preservation

Tl

. An established tree has been
( removed by positioning an
addition to span therear yard

'-2]' :
i o
T

LY

i
1 An established tree has been I
preserved by positioning an
1 addition along one side of the ‘

: rear yard
-t l | |
. The root systems of established trees should be protected when

siting adwelling or accessory structure and during construction.
Avoid extensivetopsoil removal from the building site, asit pro-
vides essential nutrientsto existing trees.

. Gravel or other permeable materials should beused whenever
possiblefor paths, walkwaysand areas of drivewaysin closevicin-
ity of established treesto allow for tree root expansion.

. Chimneys should not belocated near existing established trees be-
cause they could negatively affect the surrounding tree canopy.

3. Architectural Consistency and Compatibility: Land-

scaping

can gresatly enhance and accentuate the architecture of the primary struc-
ture. Tomaintainarchitectural consistency and compatibility of theentire
property, landscaping should complement thearchitectura styleand de-
sgnof the primary structure and shoul d be compati ble with the neighbor-
hood. Thefollowing areguiddinesfor maintaining architectural consis-
tency and compatibility inlandscapedesign:

City of San Marino
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Front yard landscapes should incorporate native plant materials that will
accentuatethearchitectural styleandregion reflected in theoverall design of
thesite, ie. Citrustrees, palms, Cypresstrees, Rosemary shrubs, and clinging
vines would characterize a Mediterranean landscape.

. Landscapedementsincluding wakways, driveways, gardenwalls,
fences, gates, lighting and furnitureshould match the architec-
tura styleof theprimary structure.

. Thedesign of landscape eements pertaining to form, horizontal
and vertica lines, hardscape and softscape, and ornate qualities
should complement the design of the primary structure.

. Appropriate materias, textureand color of landscape elements
should be compatiblewith thethose of the primary structure.

4, Drivewaysand Walkways. Inkeepingwiththenatural char-

acter of San Marino, driveways
and wa kways should complement the homewhilemaximizing theamount
of landscaping and minimizing theamount of paving. Thefollowingare
guidelinesfor appropriate materia's, design, and placement of driveways
andwakways.

ENCOURAGED

. Paving materid for drivewaysand wa kwaysshould be cons stent

withthearchitectura style of thehomeand incorporateitsaccent
elements. Pavingmaterid should also complement theexisting
landscape and link the hardscapewith the primary structure.

Visual impacts are reduced by minimizing
paved areas. With the addition of tile,
stone, pavers, and other similar material
driveways and walkways can be incorpor-
ated into the landscape

"Tnappropri ate Driveway Treatment

Avoid large expanses of paving to reduce
visual impact and impervious coverage

City of San Marino
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To minimizeextensive useof concrete, drivewaysareencour-
agedtoincorporate natural materialsinto their desgnwiththeuse
of brick pavers, stone, decomposed granite, turf block, or land-
scaping withintheform of “two-pand” driveways.

Natura materialssuch asbrick pavers, stone, decomposed gran-
ite, tiles, and textured or stamped concrete for walkwaysare
strongly encouraged.

Thecolor of paving materiasfor drivewaysand walkwaysshould
bean earth tone.

Reductionin driveway width with the use of decorative paving to
minimizeahardscape’ svisua impact isencouraged.

Thewakway should bedesigned at ahuman scale and not be
confused asan dternativedriveway.

Placement of drivewaysand wakways should be designedto
provide direct access pathsto garagesand front entries.

ParkWay/ .

Street Curb

With the approval of the City Public Works Department beforehand,
attractive walkways that link to main, private walkways can be created

DISCOURAGED

. Asphalt and theextensive use of concretefor drivewaysand
walkwaysarestrongly discouraged.

. Bright and/or glossy paving materialsshould beavoided.

Applicantsshould check theZoning Codefor maximum
imperviouscover agerequirementsfor front yards.

5. Fences, Walls, Gatesand Hedges: Fences, walls, gatesand

hedges are primarily
used for privacy, for sdeyardsand back yards. To maintainthequality
of opennessthat existsin San Marino, front yard landscapesare strongly
encouraged to befree of perimeter fences, walls, and hedgesin thefront
yard. Thefollowing areguidelinesfor appropriate design and placement
of fences, walls, gatesand hedges:

. Fencesand gates should be designed with simplicity to comple-
ment thehome. Avoid ornatefencesand gates, which draw
attention,and detract from the main structure.

. Thematerids, design, height, and length of thefence or wall
should be compatiblewith thearchitecturd style, materialsand
overdl szeof theprimary structure.

. Front yard fencesin neighborhoodswherethereareno existing
fencesinthefront yard are strongly discouraged.

. Setbacks of fences and walls should reflect thedistance of the

primary structure set back fromthestreet. Fencesandwalls
areencouraged to be setback from the property line inthefront
yard at an optimum of ten feet and aminimum of fivefeet.

City of San Marino
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Fencing is setback the required distance from the property line, islargely
open, and is architecturally compatible with the main structure

Appropriate Front Yard Fencing
T,

Wl\llellﬂ “'-~|lllll

Front yard fencesand wallsshould provideadecreasing level of
opagueness asthe height of thefenceor wall increases.

Landscaping should beincluded asapart of the design for the
fence or wall or thefenceor wall should beintegrated withthe
landscaping onthedte. Totd infill of wrought iron fenceswith
hedge-type plant materia isinappropriate.

Pilasters and other architectural features such aspostsshould be
architecturaly compatiblewith the primary structure.

Spike-tipped fencingisprohibited by city code. Theuseof true
wrought iron isencouraged asopposed to metal tubing.

Applicantsshould notetheZoning Codefor all fencing,
wall, and hedgerequirements.

Espalier isused to soften a side yard fence along a driveway

. Gates
should be de-
signed toreflect
the architecture
of the primary
structure and the
style and design
of the fence or
wadl.

. Hedges
which are in-
tended to provide
screening and pri-
vacy shouldbe
planted inaman-
ner without en-

croaching over thesidewalk or front property lineif no sidewalk exists.

City of San Marino

Side yard gate adds visual interest as well
asserving asan entry
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6. L andscape Accessories: Landscape accesso-

riespertainto ornamen-
tal elementsseeninfront yardsand near thefacade of the primary struc-
ture. Theseelements, when appropriately designed and incorporated as
part of an overal concept, can accentuate thelandscape and the architec-

tureof astructure.

a. Pools, Fountains, Statuary and Pilasters.  Pools, fountains,
statuary and pi-
|asters are examples of the landscape el ements seen in the front yard.
Their designand placement usually relate closdly to thearchitecture of the
primary structure. Their purposeisdtrictly aesthetic. Thefollowingare
guiddinesfor gppropriate design and placement of these elements:

. The design of pools, fountains, statuary, and pilastersshould be
compatiblewith the primary structure.

. Thedesign of pools, fountains, statuary, and pilastersshouldre-
flect goodtasteand compatibility withthe neighborhood. They
should accentuate and complement thefront yard and not be de-
Sgned to distract attention from the primary structure.

. Filasters should be madefrom materia scong stent with themate-
rialsof thehouse. Pools, fountains, and statuary should bemade
from high quaity concreteand makeasmple, clear statement.

. Pools, fountains, statuary, and pilastersshould beplaced inan
areathat complementsthe natural topography of thesite, theland-
scape of the property and the primary structure. They should
not belocated in afront lawn asan id oated e ement.

Appropriate Usage of Landscape Accessories
= — o

Statu l 1l
% L
l

Lily 1

Pond @

e ) EA T U

The use of sHort garden walls and landscaping creates an inqti‘mate courtyard
with a small, but tasteful lily pond. A statue and potted plants are placed in

the landscaping suggesting the idea that they are an integral part.

I nappropriate Usage of Landscape Accessories

Landscape accessories should reflect good taste and architectural
compatibilty with the main structure

City of San Marino
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b. Mailboxesand House AddressNumbers:  Whilemailboxes

and house ad-
dressnumbershaveafunctiona purpose, they canbehighly visibleele-
mentsfrom publicview. Thefollowing are guiddinesfor appropriate de-
sign and placement of mailboxesand addressnumbers:

. Mailboxes are encouraged to haveasimpledesign and be
architecturally compatible with thearchitectura style of thepri-
mary structure.

. Addressnumbers should beaminimum of 4inchesin height and

should belocated near thefront entry door or front entry porchin
alocationthat isvisblefrom publicview.

. Thedesign of the numbers should be smplein shape so that they
can beread easily from adistance.

Appropriate Mailbox and House AddressNumber Placement

m

J-\\{}_“
;é%gy House
?ag,%g Address

i ]T'T‘

Mailbox and House Address Numbers are clearly visible from public view

City of San Marino

7.

Number colors should provideastrong contrast with
background color.

Addressnumber illuminationisencouraged.

TennisCourts: Tenniscourtshaverequirementsfor their
design and placement in the city code.

Thefollowing areguidelinesfor gppropriate design and placement of ten-
niscourtsand their rel ated landscape e ements:

Tennis courts should bescreened from publicview and sited in
aremotelocation of the property sothat they are unobtrusiveto
adjacent neighbors.

Tenniscourtsshould bescreened withtall hedgesor trees to
buffer noiseandlight. Solid perimeter wallsarediscouraged
becausethey amplify court noise.

Accessory structures, such aspergolas, should bearchitecturally
compatiblein style, design, materias, color and texturewith
theprimary structure.

Surfacewater should be designed to drain away from neighbor-
ing propertiesand into the public street.

Tenniscourts requirea Conditional Use Permit. For
additional infor mation regar ding the Conditional Use
Permit processand coderequirementsfor tenniscourts,
please contact the Planning and Building Department.
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8. L andscapeL ighting: Landscapelightinginvolveslight-
ing methods and tools that are
used to complement and enhance the architecture and landscape on a .
property. Lighting for alandscape scheme should befunctiona and aes-
thetically pleasingwhile providing asenseof security. Thefollowing are

guiddinesfor gppropriate design of landscapelighting:

. L andscapelighting should be designed so that thelight sourceis
not visble. Lighting fixturesshould be screened behind landscape .
featuresand designed to be compatiblewiththearchitectura style
of the primary structure.

. [llumination should beminimal and not flood thelandscapewith
excessivelight or spill into adjacent properties. .
. Lighting design should create a balancebetween illuminated

and non-illuminated areas.

Landscapes should utilizerecessed uplightingtoilluminate planting
and variouslandscape elements and discretefloodlights to ac-
centuate buildingfacadesand architectural details. Uplighting
on walls of thestructure help define space and create visud
interest, while providing comfort and security.

Lighting should createanightscape scenehighlighting horizontal
elements such aswalkways, level changes, and pools, and dra-
matic, vertical ements such astrees, shrubs, pilasters, satuary,
andfountains.

Theuseof very inexpensivelow-voltagelighting (such as* Mdibu”
lights) with many small fixtures scattered about i sdiscouraged.

This landscape lighting fixture
is multifunctional, serving as a

Appropriate Landscape Lighting

mailbox, entry light, and address & N
number identifier rd &' X
Ty X »
i Cyghn ) B

Uplighting isused to add visual interest to thelandscape at night. Landscape Light Fixturesare complementary to the house.

i
=
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APPENDIX A: Glossary of Terms

ACCESSORY STRUCTURE -astructuredetached from aprincipal
building onthesamel ot and customarily incidental and subordinatetothe
principal building; exampleswoul d beadetached garage, workshop, pool
house, or garden shed.

i
i ] EEEE

AESTHETIC- Sengtivetoart and beauty anditscreativesources, forms
andeffects.

Accessory Sructure/Garage

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE - A fashion in which elements of a
structure’ sforms, materias, etc., crestesadesignwhich canbeidentified
asaparticular style. Thiscanincludethestyleof thebuildingwhichexisted
whenthat building wasconstructed.

Articulation

ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE -
Theorigind styleof aplaceor building
which has specific characteristics,
traditionsand details.

ARTICULATION-Clearanddigtinct | ..
separation between design elements
suchasmaterids walsandarchitectura
ddtails.

An example of articulation is the sepa-
ration of a rough stucco plane (side of

ARTS AND CRAFTS - alatel9th the building) to a smooth wood plane
century Englishmovementtoreviveand (Lheceilin? of ;eceesed frontage) within
reformarchitectureby usingtraditional e same facade

building craftsand local materials. (Seepage 28)

AWNING - a fixed cover,
typically comprised of clothovera
metal armature, that isplaced over
 windowsor building openingsas
! protectionfromtherainor sun.

] '
/—Ju-u.ﬂm_m1 {,—‘” “\n‘q\‘- {ﬁc"’l

]

Awning

BAL ANCE- Isanimportant aspect of rhythm. Balancecan bedescribed
intermsof symmetrical and asymmetrical e ements. Animportant feature
of balanceisthat itisvery often achieved by matching differing elements
which, when perceivedinwhol e, display balance.

BAY WINDOW -awindow
projecting outward from the
mainwall of a building.

2

]

BARREL CLAY TILE -atypeof roof
material madeof ceramicclay typicaly
seen on Spanish Colonia, Missionand
Mediterranean stylehomes.

Barrel Clay Tile

BEAUX ARTES-averyrichclassica
styleof architecturefromlate19th century France; anotableloca example
is the Huntington Mansion at the Huntington Library and Botanical
Gardens, SanMarino, CA. (Seepagel)

City of San Marino
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CAPE COD STYL E -Architectura stylemadepopular inNew England
watersidecommunities. Styleistypified with heavy, dark wood shake
exterior sding, high-pitched, heavy wood shakeroofs, dormers, shutters,
front porches, brick chimneys, and smplecornicemoldings. (Seepagel?)

CANTILEVER - A beam or architectural
element projecting beyond awall line without
support frombel ow.

Cantilever

Chimney Pot

CHIMNEY POTS- Decorative, round or
octagona ceramicfeatureplaced ontop of the
chimney stack commonly found onchimneys
inTudor stylebuildings.

CLADDING -Anexternal covering or skin applied to astructurefor
aesthetic or protective purposes.

CLAPBOARD SIDING -Overlapping horizontal boardscoveringa
wall that aretraditionaly wedgeshapedin sectionwiththeupper edgebeing
thinner.

CLINKER BRICK -Typeof ceramicbrick with varying huesof color
commonly seenexposed on Tudor stylebuildings.

COLONIAL REVIVAL -Broad category of varyingarchitectura style
seen in the United States from the Seventeenth Century to the Early
Twentieth Century. (Seepage 10)

COMPATIBILITY - Having an architectural style, visual bulk,
massiveness, height, width, and length which iscompatible with the
neighborhood and which harmonizes with existing structures in the
neighborhood andwithinitsdlf.

COMPLEMENT - Innew constructionit meansto addtothecharacter
of theareaby attemptingtoincorporate similar setback, height, scale,
massing, and materials.

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT - A permit allowing a use under
specified conditionswhich assurethat usewill not bedetrimental tothe
public health, safety, and welfareand will not impair theintegrity and
character of thezoned district.

|

oy TR \Wrought iron
CORNICE - Inclassical 5 X ghe 9!
architecture, the top, [~ SO\
projecting section of an S
entablature, any projecting
ornamental moldingaong
thetop of abuilding, wall,
arch, etc., finishing or

crowning. s '

‘1_ COURTYARD-Anuncovered areapartly or
q L r —| wholly surrounded by buildingsor walls.
j IB"‘/ Courtyard
_]_ i CRAFTSMAN - A style of architecture,
termedinCdiforniastartingfromthelate 1890s
| N i

Blar Viem of Firet 1 tothe 1920s, derived fromthe Artsand Crafts
an S,Yes(')der:(r:zt- " Movement, referring to the style of home,

Shaped, smooth
plateter cornice
moldings
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Bungal ow or Chalet, having roofswithlargeoverhangsand exposedrafter
tails, wood clapboard or shingle siding, and large front porcheswith
exposed brick or river rock foundations.

CURB APPEAL -view fromthestreet

DETAIL- An element of a building such as trim, moldings, other
ornaments, or decorativefeatures.

DESIGN CONTINUITY - The state or quality of a design being
continuous, connected and having coherence.

DEVELOPERTRACT -Typicaly agroupof homesor subdivisionbuilt
and devel oped by oneperson, group or entity, theDevel oper, al at the
sametimewithlittleor novaryingarchitecturd style, design, Steplacement,
or elements.

DORM ERS-A vertically framedwindow which projectsfromad oping
roof and hasaroof or itsown.

DROUGHT TOLERANT PLANTS- Plantstypically nativeto the
Southern Californialandscaperequiringlittleor no supplemental water.

DUTCH COLONIAL REVIVAL -A revivd of thestyleof architecture
seenintheUnited States, specifically
in the Dutch colonies of the early
Seventeenth Century, typifiedwith
side-gabledroofswithdormersand
littleor no overhang. (Seepage25)

EAVES - The overhangs at the
lower edgeof aroof whichusually
projectsout over thewalls.

EARTH TONES-Color combinationsfoundinthenatural landscape.

ECLECTIC- A composition of elementsfromdifferent architectural
dyles.

EMPHASIS - Describes the use of elements that call attention to
themselves. Emphasisisanimportant featurein creating balancewhen
using dissimilar el ements. Emphasiscana so provideadirectional guide
becauseit createsapoint of referencefor theuser suchasthemainentrance
of abuilding.

ENERGY EFFICIENT -A method of conserving energy consumption
andusagewith practicesand equipment that useenergy, foss| fudls, natural
gas, anddectricity, efficiently.

ENTABLATURE - Theupper part of anorder, consisting of afriezeand
cornice.

ENVIRONMENTAL SENSITIVITY - Practices that reduce the
impact of energy and materialsconsumption onnatural systems.

ESTABLISHED TREE - A
plantedtreeat |east fifteen (15) feet
tall and havingatrunk withawidth
of twenty-four (24) inches in
diameter, as per the requirements
set forth in the City’'s Tree
Preservation Ordinance.

151t | Gy

EUROPEAN STYLE -Includes
architecture which emphasizes N
materials such as stucco, red tile 42?%

roofs, woodandirondetails. Thedesignsa so promotetheuseof out door

City of San Marino
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gpacesuchascourtyards, colonnades, and bal conies. Thesestylesinclude,
but arenot limited to, Spanish Mediterranean, Mission, Monterey, and
Italian Renaissance.

Facade\
FACADE- Theexterior portionof a
buildingwhichfacesapublic street.
Said portion generally consistsof a Ex
solid wall, glass or other building ‘IL
materials. The facade is usualy =
emphasizedarchitecturally. Fenesration?

Fascia

FASCIA -Aflat stripor bandwith
asmal projection, oftenfound near
theroofline.

FENESTRATION - The
arrangement anddesignof windows
inabuilding. (SeeFacadeabove)

FRENCH ECLECTIC- An eclectic style of Frencharchitecture
seenintheUnited Statesfromthe
early to the middle Twentieth N[
Century, typifiedwithtdl, steeply
pitched hipped roofs, upwardly
flared eaves, and brick, stoneor
stuccowall cladding.

FRIEZE - A decorative sculptura
ornamentwhichisvery flat and shallow.

supported at their endsby triangular upward
extensionsof twowallsknown asgables.

GLAZED WINDOWS (DUAL/
SINGL E) -termreferringtotheglasspane
of awindow. Dual glazing refersto two
panesof glassfor asinglewindow, assingleglazing refersto onepaneof
glassfor asinglewindow.

HALF-TIMBERING -  Decorative,
exposed timber framing ontheexterior of
most Tudor stylebuildings.

HIPROOF - A roof with uniformly doped
surfaces.

HUMAN SCALE - Theproportionof a
structureor e ementswithinastructurethat
are small and/or lower to the ground,
relative to the size of a person, creating
similarity inscale. Thesearecommonly
referred to asintimate spacesor elements
because of the close relationship of a
human being tothe spaceor element.

Front Entry Proportional
to Height of People

HVAC SY STEM S-Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning unit.

IMPERVIOUS COVERAGE - Any hardscape material prevents
absorption of water into previoudy undevel oped land, such asconcrete.

INTERNATIONAL -Styleof architecturefromearly Twentieth Century
Europe, typified by asymmetrical compositions, plaincubicforms, and
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metal and glassframework.

=

——t

_ T i
International e

M A SS- Describesthreedimensional
forms, thesimplest of whicharecubes,
boxes, cylinders, pyramids, and cones.
Buildingsarerarely oneof thesesmple
forms, but generally arecompositesof varying typesof masses.

A

MINIMAL TRADITIONAL -Eclectic, modern styleof architecture
that became popular after World War 11, typified by simple, unadorned
facadesandlow-pitched roofs, usualy with at | east onefront-facing gable
andachimney. (Seepage 13)

MISSON - Eclectic style of
architecture popular in California
from the 1890s to 1920s modeled
after the Spanish Colonial mission
buildings, typified by red tile roofs
with wide, overhanging eaves, and
shaped Mission dormersor parapet wallsandwall surfaceswith smooth
stucco.

MODERNISTIC -Styleof architecture
from the 1920sto 1940s, including Art
Moderneand Art Deco styles, typified by
flat roofs, asymmetrical facades and
smooth stucco wall surfaces. Art Deco
and Modernestyleshavefacadesadorned
withornamenta € ementssuchashorizonta
grooves, lines, zigzagsand other geometricand stylized motifs, depending
uponstyle.

Modernistic

MOL DINGS- Projectingmaterials usually patterned strips, used to

provideornamental variationof outlineor
contour, such ascornices, bases, window
and door jambsand headers.
MONTEREY PERIOD REVIVAL - Moldings
Eclecticstyleof architectureinfluenced by

Spanish Colonial houses of Northern California from 1925 to 1955,
typified by atwo story building with alow-pitched, gabled roof and a
second-story, front bal cony, usually cantilevered and covered by the
principal roof. (Seepage 10)

MULLIONS- Thedivisiona piecesinamulti-panewindow.

NATURAL MATERIAL S-Buildingmaterid smadeof resourcesfound
innature; ie. wood, clay, date, stone.

NEOCLASSICAL - The eclectic style of architecture from the late
Nineteenth Century tothemiddle Twentieth Century model ed after the
Classicd stylesof Greek Reviva fromtheEarly Nineteenth Century. Itis
typified by afacadewith symmetrically bal ancedwindowsand center door
and dominated by afull-height porch supporting the roof by classical
columns. (Seepage1l)

NON-DESCRIPT - Without distinctive architectural form or style.
Ordinary andwithout architectura styleor character.

PERMEABLE SURFACES -
Any material that permits full or
partial absorption of water into
previoudy unimproved|and.

Pilasters

PILASTER- A column attached
toawall orindependently standing.

City of San Marino

51




RESIDENTIAL DESIGN GUIDELINES

52

PITCH - Thedopeof aroof expressedinterms
of aratio of height to span.

PLAN CHECK - The process of having
working drawings approved by the City
contracted structural engineers, the Fire
Department, the City Engineer, and the City Planning and Building
Department.

PLANES- A flatlevel or even surfacethat wholly containsevery straight
linejoiningany two pointslyinginit.

PRAIRIE SCHOOL -Architectural movementin American Midwest
between 1900 and 1916 mostly with residential buildings, typified by
horizontal lines, open space, and usageof natural materials. (Seepagelb)

PRIMARY STRUCTURE -Themain, usudly largest, structureonalct.
Inresidential zones, itisthemainresidence.

PrimaryStructure\

i

1]
]

= [T =

PROPORTION- Dealswiththeratio of dimens on between elements.
Proportion candescribeheight toheight ratios, widthtowidthratios, width
toheight ratios, aswell asratiosof massing. Onalarger level, proportion
canbeperceivedintheCommercid Didtrictsasawholeby therelationship
of buildingsand streetscape el ementsto each other.

PUBLICHEARING - A meeting opentothepublic which has been

legally noticed and a decision making body presides; ie. Planning
Commission, DRC or City Council.

PUBLIC VIEW - The visual range of a
property fromthepublicright-of-way.

RAFTER TAIL -Theexposed sectionof the 3
rafter or sloping structural member of theroof
that extendsfromtheridgetotheeavesandis
usedto support theroof deck, shingles, or other
roof coverings.

RANCH HOUSE -Thestyleof architecturemadepopular intheUnited
States during the 1940sto 1960s, typified by onestory, asymmetrical
shapes, low-pitched roof s, and wood clapboard siding. (See page 12)

REMODELING - Any change or ateration to a building which
substantialy altersitsorigina state.

RENOVATION-Tomakelikenew again, but not necessarily preserving
thearchitectura integrity of theoriginal.

RESTORATION - Toput back exactly toan
original sate, ortoput back toasignificant style
not necessarily theoriginal.

RIDGE - The highest line of aroof where
doping planesintersect.

RHY THM - Therdationship of buildingsto buildingsor thecomponents
of abuildingtoeach other. Rhythm relatesto the spacing of el ementsand
can bedescribedintermsof proportion, balance, patternsinthetiming,
spacing, repetition, accenting, and emphasis.
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SCAL E- Isthemeasurement of therel ationship of oneobject toanother
object. Thescaleof abuilding canbedescribedintermsof itsrel ationship
to ahuman being. All of the components of a building al'so have a
relationshipto each other andtothebuildingasawhole. Generadlly, the
scal e of the building components al so rel atesto the scale of theentire
building.

Setback

Primary Structure
SETBACK - The minimum

distancerequired by zoningtobe
maintained between two
structuresor betweenastructure
andaproperty line.

SIDING - Exteriorwall covering
of horizontal boardsnailed to a
wood frame.

. —t — —— i

Site
SI TE -Thegeographiclocation of aconstruction project, usually defined
by lega boundaries.

SKYLIGHTS-A window setintoaroof or ceilingto providetheentrance
of natural lightintoastructure.

SPANISH COLONIAL REVIVAL - A style of architecture also
referred to as Spanish eclectic. Thisstyledatesfrom 1915-1940. The
featuresof thisstyleincludeal ow pitchedroof, usudly withlittleor noeave
overhang; redtileroof; typically withoneor moreprominent archesplace
above door or principal window, or beneath porch roof; wall surface
usually stucco, facadesarenormally asymmetrical. Not to be confused
withthesimilar styleswhichinclude, Monterey, Misson, or Mediterranean/
Italian Renaissance. (Seepage9)

STREETSCAPE - Thedevationof aresidential block which includes

primary and accessory structures, landscaping, and other improvements
visblefromthestreet.

STUCCO - Anexterior finish, usually textured, composed of portland
cement, limeand sand, whicharemixedwithwater.

SYNTHETICMATERIAL S-Man-madematerias, someof whichare
designedtosimulatenatural materials.

TASTEFUL -Havingor showing good judgement inwhat isbeautiful,
appropriate, harmonious, compatible or excellent in art, architecture,
decoration, etc.

TEXTURE- Referstovariationsintheexterior facadefinishand may
bedescribedintermsof theroughnessof thesurfacematerial, the

patternsinherentinthematerial or thepatternsinwhichthematerial is
placed.

TIMEL ESS- Somethingwhichisnot restricted to aspecifictimeand
whichisawaysvalidtrue, traditional, or applicable.

TRANSITION - A passage connecting two sections of composition
conditionsor forms.

{ Tree Canopy

TRANSOM - Anopening over adoor or
window, usudly for ventilation, containing
aglazed or solid sash, usually hinged or
pivoted.

TREE CANOPY -thenatural shelter or
covering created by atree or group of
treesinaforested areaspreadingfromone
end of thetreeto theother end.
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TRELLIS - An ornamental
structure of lattice work over
which vinesaretrained, usually
made of narrow strips of wood
which crosseach other at regular
intervals.

TRIM -Thefinishedwoodwork, plasterwork or thelikeused todecorate,
border, or protect the edgesof openingsor surfaces.

TUDOR -Eclecticstyleof lateMedieva, Englisharchitectureseeninthe
United Statesfromthelate Nineteenth Century tothemiddle Twentieth
Century, typified with steeply pitched, wood shake/shingleroofs, brick
exterior facadeswith portions half-timbered, and massive, decorative
chimneys. (Seepage1l)

UPL IGHTING -Landscapelighting techniqueof placingasunkenlight
sourcebelow ground, often hiddenfromview, toupwardly light certain
architectural and landscape elements, such as building facades and
specimentreesand plantings.

VARIABLE SETBACK
(FOOTPRINT)-Anoutline
of the ground areawithin a
site covered by a structure
that deviatesfromasquareor
rectangular shape.

Variable Setback (Footprint of Building
on Ground Floor)

VARIANCE -Permissiontodepart fromtheliteral requirementsof a
zoningordinance. Togrant avariance, findingsmust bemadeby alocal
decision making body, such asthe Planning Commission, that ahardship
wouldexistif avariancewasnot granted and that granting thevariance
would not constituteaspecia privilege.

VICTORIAN - Style of
architecture from the late
Nineteenth Century brought to
theUnited Statesfrom England,
typified with steeply pitched,
gabledroofs, decorativeshingle
patterns, and ornate porch
detalls.

VINYL-CLADWINDOWS
- Awindowwithavinyl coating
over the wood frame and Victorian
mullions

VOL UM E - Cubicsquarefootageof anareameasured asthelengthtimes
thewidthtimestheheight of the area.

WINDOW LITES-A window panemadeof glass.
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APPENDIX B:  Obtaining Design and Construction Assistance

Before beginning the Design Review Process, an applicant should consult HOW TO SELECT AN ARCHITECT OR OTHER DESIGN PRO-
an architect or other design professional for the preparation of detailed FESSIONAL?
architectural plansthat will berequired for submittal for designreview. Thefollowing should betaken into account when selecting an architect or

amilar desgn professond:
After discussing an applicant’ splansfor their project withthe City’'sPlan-

ning and Building Department, the applicant will needto develop designs . Education and professiona credentials(AIA, ASLA, &tc)
for theproject. A design can be doneby oneor more of thefollowing: . Necessary licensing andinsurance
. Businessexperience, length of practice
. Theapplicant . Related experience, percentage of practiceinvolvedindesigning
. Anarchitect thetypeof structurethe applicant isproposing
. Anengineer (for mgjor foundation, structurd, or mechanicd is- . Examplesof work and references
sues) . Servicesprovided during thedesign, bidding, and construction phases
. A design-build remodeler . Fee scheduleand overall cost of service
. A subcontractor who can produce plans . Additional chargesfor unseen changesindesign
. A building designer . Meeting required time schedule and budget
. Experience presenting plans before al ocal-decision making body
Oncetheapplicant hasgonethrough design review andisready to begin onapublic hearing environment
construction by acquiring the necessary building permits, thegpplicant will
need to decideif abuilding contractor isnecessary for thelevel of con- HOW TO SELECT ABUILDING CONTRACTOR?
struction that will be occurring. Thefollowing section providesbasics Thefollowing should betaken into account when sdlecting abuil ding contrac-
guidelinesto selecting an architect or design professiona and building con- tor:
tractor.
. Education
. Necessary licensing and insurance
. Businessexperience, length of practice
. Related experience, percentage of practiceinvolvedinbuilding the
type of structurethe applicant isproposing
. Examplesof work and references
. Management and Coordination skillswith subcontractors
. Fee scheduleand overall cost of service
. Additional chargesfor unseen changesin design and construction
. Meeting required time schedule and budget
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APPENDI X C: Information ResourceList

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN RESOUCE BOOKS

Blumenson, John; Identifying American Architecture: A Pictorial Guide
to Stylesand Terms, 1600-1945. Nashville: American Association for
Stateand Local History, 1981.

Carley, Rachel;The Visual Dictionary of American Domestic Archi-
tecture: Owl Book Press, 1997.

Fletcher, Sir Bannister; A History of Architecture, Nineteenth Edition:
John Musgrove, Butterworth Group, 1987

Huxtable, AdaL ouise; TheUnreal America, Architectureand Illusion:
The New Press, 1997

Kirker, Harold; California's Architectural Frontier, Santa Barbara:
Peregrine Smith, Inc., 1974.

McAlester, Virginiaand Lee; A Field Guideto American Houses, New
York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1984

Norberg-Schultz, Christian; Old and New Architecture, Design Rela-
tionship. Washington, DC: The Preservation Press, 1980.

Pevsner, Nicholas; A Dictionary of Architecture: John Fleming, Hugh
Honour, The Overlook Press, 1976

Speltz, Alexander; The Styles of Ornament: Dover Publications, 1959,
reissued periodically (paper)

Whiffen, Marcus, American Architecture1607-1945.Cambridge:
MIT Press, 1981

WEBSITE RESOURCES:

American Ingtitute of Architects, How tofind the Right Architect.
http://www.al aaccess.com/profiles/

City of SanMarino homepage
http:/Amww.ci.san-marino.caus

The Great Building Collection- A Menu of Architectural Types
http:/Aww.greatbuildings.com

Oachinero, Tony; Energy Resource Center, Southern California Gas
Company. Residential Marketing Manager 213-244-3880
Resourcesfor residential energy conservation and sustainable building
materids

http:/Awww.socal gas.com/erc

Southern California Edison; HomeInteriors- Money SaversWebsite:
http://mww.edi sonathome.com/homescd/save/index.htm
Customer Service Center: http://www.sce.com.
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APPENDIX D: Building Project Checklist

The following items on this worksheet relate to the recommendations set forth in the City of San Marino’s Residential Design Guidelines. Working through these items
will help you to explore important design consider ations as you prepare your project for design review submission. You are strongly encouraged to meet with City staff
before prepare plans for design review submittal. This will help you identify applicable requirements ahead of time and avoid costly and time-consuming problems
later on in the process.

It will also be helpful if you have a prepared site plan of your property and a completed “ Plan Information Sheet” . Thelatter isavailable at the Planning Department
in Cityhall. The site plan should accurately depict your property boundaries, public and private easements, public right-of-ways, existing structures, driveways,
walkways, and trees.

PROJECT ADDRESS: NEIGHBORHOOD COMPATIBILITY
AreaDistrict:
Typeof Project: ] New Home 1. What istheprevailing ar chitectural style of your neighbor -

] Addition or remode hood?

L] New Accessory Structure ] Spanish Colonial Revival ] Neoclassic

] Mediterranean/Italian Renaissance [ ] Tudor
Setbacks ] Monte_rey Pe_riod Revival ] Ra_\n_ch House_ _
Building Height: Required  Proposed O G [ MinimalTreditiona
Maximumalowed : ft. Front : ft. ft.
Proposed : ft. Sde ft. ft. 2. |sthe pattern of homes in the neighborhood predominantly
Rear ft. ft. single-story or two-story?
Single Story Two Story
L ot Coverage LiveableArea iWO L‘OUS&S O”trt]z(?é;?ht O O O O
f . f . WO house on

Existing N Bxisting N Three houses to the rear % ] % % ] %
Proposed L ft Proposed . ft Three houses directly across street NN NN

Proposed Gar age: ft.x ft. Total No. of Bedrooms

No. of Spaces: Exigting:___ Proposed:___ 3. Isthereaprevailing distancefrom thecurb tothefront of the
housein your neighborhood?

What isthe prevailing ar chitectur al style of your home?

) . . . Prevailing setback to front of house (estimated) ft.
anish Colonial Revival Neoclassic L] . S—
% ,‘\Q"/Ip editerranean/Italian Renaissance % Tudor ] Average setback to front of house (estimated) ft.
] Monterey Period Revival ] Ranch House [ Proposed front setback —ft
] Colonial Revival ] Minimal Traditional
] Other:
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APPENDIX D:

Building Project Checklist cont’d (pg.2)

ADDITIONS,REMODELS& NEW HOMES:
SPECIAL DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

1. Additions should harmonize with the existing structure by
matchingtheexistingar chitectural style, material, r oof dope, win-
dow type, etc.

Existing Proposed
Architectural Style
Roof type
Roof Pitch
Roof Material
Exterior walls
Window type
Other features

2. If you arechangingthear chitectural styleof your house, iden-
tify thenew styleyou areusing and the concept behind usingiit:

3. Isthenew stylechosen for theremodel or new home compat-
iblewith theexisting char acter of your neighborhood? Explain.

SITEDEVELOPMENT

1. How well doesyour design reflect thenatural topography and
attributesof thesite?

] Isthe site flat?

] Are there slopes anywhere on the site?

] Are neighboring properties at the same grade or level asthe site?
] Other:

2. Arethere any established trees on your property that will
need to beconsidered in your project design and construction?

] Type of tree

] Height feet
] Trunk diameter inches
] Distance from proposed structure feet
] Distance from any proposed chimneys feet
] Distance from any proposed fence or wall feet
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APPENDIX D:

Building Project Checklist cont’'d (pg.3)

GOOD NEIGHBOR CONSIDERATIONS

1. Will your proposed structure significantly affect your
neighbor’s access to sunlight for adjacent gardens, patios and
rooms?

Garden Patio I nterior Rooms
House on the right ] ] ]
House on the left ] ] ]
House to the rear ] ] ]
Notes:

2. How will you mitigate any negativeimpacts?

] Situating the structure on the ot to minimize impacts

] L ocating taller sections of the building where they will have the least
impact

] Other:

3. Will your proposed structuresgnificantly affect your neighbor’s
privacy?

Windows Balconies
House on the right ] ]
House on the left ] ]
House to the rear ] ]

Windows How will you mitigate that impact?

Offsetting or staggering window locations from neighbor’swindow
Situating windows high enough to reduce or eliminate impact
Using obscure glass

Landscaping

Other:

|

Balconies: How will you mitigate that impact?

] Designing abal cony that will eliminate any impact
] L ocating the bal cony whereit will have no impact
] Landscaping

] Other:

4. How will you minimize the impact of any proposed outdoor
lighting on your neighbor s?

] L ocating or directing lighting so that no direct light extends onto neigh-
boring properties

] Shielding fixtures so that no direct light extends onto neighboring prop-
erties

] Other:
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